- 2 - Application No. 1 0/679,286 

Docket No. 003254-10 

In the Specification : 

Please amend paragraph [0014] as follows: 
[0014] The hatch carrier 9, in the top view, has an essentially U shape and is 

pivotally supported on the body by a connecting rod means on each of its two side legs 
11, 12. Each connecting rod means contains, for example, a front connecting rod 13 and 
a rear connecting rod 14 in the manner of a four-bar mechanism. The hatch carrier 9 can 
be pivoted around a front edge pivot axis 17 between a closed position (Figure 3) and an 
open position (Figure 4) by a drive means, for example, an electric motor drive, a gas 
pressure spring or a hydraulic cylinder 15, which engages the rear connecting rod 14 and 
is supported on the body. The hatch 10, in its closed position, covers the recess 16 which 
is located between the two legs 11, 12 of the hatch carrier 9 and which is open to the 
front. When the closed hatch 10 carrier 9 is pivoted up A at its front edge 1 9, it clears the 
recess 16 so that the roof 2, or the two roof parts 4, 5, can be lowered into the stowage 
space and can be returned from the stowage space 3 back into its closed position. 

Please amend paragraph [0015] as follows: 
[0015] The connecting rod means 13, 14 of the hatch carrier 9 is designed such that, 
when the hatch carrier 9 is opened by pivoting up on its rear edge 20, about the front 
edge 21 of the hatch carrier 9, or its front outer edge and also by pivoting about the front 
edge 19 of the hatch 10, runs the front edges 19, 21 run along a respective path of 
motion which prevents the hatch carrier 9 and the hatch 10 from colliding with the body 
or the closed roof 2. For example, Figure 4 shows a path of motion 22 of the outer end of 
the front edge 21 of the hatch carrier 9 , and of the pivot axis, which runs essentially to 
rearward and/or upward when the hatch carrier 9 is pivoted up. As a result, the edge 21 
is moved away from the lower edge 23 of the rear roof part 5 or is pivoted around it 
without causing a collision. 

Please amend paragraph [0020] as follows: 
[0020] The two locks 24 of the locking means, in their closed position, stiffen 

the rear area of the vehicle since they form two laterally opposite fixed connections 
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between the stowage space cover 8 and the body.[.] The two locks 24 are connected to a 
central drive actuator A , for example, by actuating cables C. The actuation of the 
locks 24 takes place by a control which, on the one hand, causes the corresponding lock 
functions when the roof 2 is being opened or closed, or for loading the trunk. 



